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SOUTH SUDAN REPORT – AUGUST 2012 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

NB- Since South Sudan’s independence, Sudan’s name has not changed to ‘North Sudan’. It remains ‘Sudan’, and 

its people the ‘Sudanese’. The Republic of South Sudan has existed since the referendum of January 2011  

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1. South Sudan formerly made up the 10 southernmost states of Sudan. South Sudan covers an area of 

619,745 sq km (239,285 sq miles).  

1.2. The population of South Sudan is 10,314,021. 

1.3. Currently the capital city is Juba. Its population is approximately 375,000. The government plans to build 

a new city in the more geographically central region of Ramciel. 

1.4. The terrain gradually rises from plains in the north and centre, to southern highlands along the border 

with Uganda and Kenya. The White Nile, flows north from the uplands of Central Africa, is the major 

geographical feature of the country supporting agriculture and wild animal populations. 

1.5. The climate is hot with seasonal rainfall influenced by the annual shift of the Inter-Tropical Convergence 

Zone. 

1.6. Half of the population lives on under $1 a day, with the adult literacy rate standing at just under 25%. 

There are no laws stipulating a minimum wage. 

1.7. The currency is the South Sudanese Pound. 

1.8. 44.4% of the population is between 0-14 years old, 53% is between 15-64, with the remaining 2.6% 

over the age of 65. 
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2. HISTORY 

      

2.1. Has been ruled in different periods of history by the Egyptian Ottomans, Muhammad Ahmad al-Mahdi 

and his successors, and by a governor-general appointed by Egypt with British consent. 

2.2. Sudan became independent in 1956. Religious tensions led to the 1955 mutiny of army officers from 

Southern Sudan. The 1955 mutiny sparked a civil war, which killed 500,000 people and continued until 

the signing of the Addis Ababa Agreement in 1972. 

2.3. In 1983 President Gaafer Mohamed Nimeiri abolished the treaty. In response to this the southern rebels 

formed the Sudan People’s Liberation Army and a second civil war began. The bloodless coup of 1989 

which brought Colonel Omar Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir to power did not end the war. 

2.4. The war led to a humanitarian disaster, which the US and UN tried to curb. Substantial pressure on both 

sides from the international community led to a reduction in the severity of the conflict through 2003 and 

2004, and the eventual peace treaty of 2005. 

2.5. The 2005 peace treaty promised 6 years of autonomy for the south, followed by a referendum on 

independence. 

2.6. Oil-rich Abyei continues to be a major source of tension between the south and north. Ethiopian African 

Union forces entered the disputed region in July 2011 in an attempt to prevent further conflict, however 

this did not stop southern troops taking over the Heglig oil fields in April 2012, though they later 

withdrew. 

2.7. The South Sudanese are presently heavily reliant on exporting oil through pipelines that travel across 

Sudan.  

 

3. POLITICS 

 

3.1. The Republic of South Sudan is led by its President, who is head of government, as well as being 

Commander in Chief of the Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Army. The President is currently Salva Kiir 

Mayardit. He won the 2010 Election with 92.99% of the vote.  

3.2. Salva Kiir Myardit was Vice-President of South Sudan until the former President, John Garang, was 

killed in a helicopter crash on July 30th 2005.  

3.3. The three political parties in South Sudan are: the Sudan People's Liberation Movement or SPLM, The 

National Congress Party or NCP, and the Sudan People's Liberation Movement for Democratic Change 

or SPLM-DC. 

3.4. The legislative arm of the Sudanese political system consists of the National Legislative Assembly of 

Southern Sudan, and the Council of States.  
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3.5. South Sudan is a member of the United Nations, the African Union, the IMF and World Bank. South 

Sudan is a signatory of the Geneva Conventions. The Arab League has promised South Sudan full 

membership of the organisation, however the South Sudanese have not accepted this offer thus far. 

3.6. While Sudan is becoming increasingly close to the Iranian regime, in July 2012, the Israeli and South 

Sudanese governments signed an agreement regarding Israeli rights to the fresh waters of the Nile. 

These very different choices of allies are an extra cause of tension between the two Sudanese states. 

3.7. The August 4th agreement –see section 4.1.5- has not yet been signed by either nation. The Sudanese 

government says it will not sign the agreement until a border security deal has been reached. 

4. MAIN INDUSTRIES AND ECONOMY 

4.1. Oil	   

4.1.1. Oil is by the far South Sudan’s biggest asset. It accounts for 98% of the country’s revenue. 

From January-August 2012 South Sudan did not export oil due to the January row over transit 

fees with Sudan. This led to inflation in the South. The price of a barrel of oil in South Sudan 

increased from $600 in January 2012 to $1600 in early July. 
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4.1.2. On 22 July 2012 South Sudan made a detailed proposal to Sudan entitled ‘Agreement on 

Friendly Relations & Cooperation’. This dealt with all outstanding sources of tension but most 

importantly included a new offer to the Sudanese regarding oil transportation fees. This was 

rejected by the Sudanese on 25 July. 

4.1.3. In the first quarter of 2012 the government of South Sudan was forced to slash spending by 

35% in response to the reduction in oil income. 

4.1.4. At present, Sudan is capable of producing 100-110,000 barrels of oil a day, whereas South 

Sudan is able to produce 450,000 barrels a day.  

4.1.5. On August 4th 2012 South Sudan and Sudan reached an agreement regarding the South’s 

exportation of oil and the distribution of oil revenues. The South Sudanese government 

claimed that when the fiscal transfer is included, the deal means that the South will pay $24 

per barrel it exports through Sudan, as opposed to the $36 Sudan originally demanded. The 

deal came two days after a UN Security Council deadline for the two countries to reach an 

agreement. 

4.1.6. In June 2012 South Sudan’s Deputy Minister for Telecommunications and Postal Services 

stated that the country planned to spend as much as $4 Billion on two new oil pipelines, which 

would reduce the South’s reliance on the pipelines that cross North Sudan.  
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4.2. Farming 

4.2.1. South Sudan is rich in agricultural land. However, since it started exporting oil agricultural 

production has declined. 80% of the nation’s land mass is arable but only 4% is being 

cultivated. Less than 1% of the Government’s 2011 draft budget was allocated to the 

agricultural sector. 
4.2.2. The main crops grown in South Sudan include maize, sorghum and groundnuts. The main fruit 

varieties include bananas, pineapple, mango and citrus whilst the main vegetable varieties are 

onion, cabbage, pumpkin and cucumber. 

4.2.3. The UN estimates there are 11 million cows and 19 million goats and sheep in South Sudan. 

This gives it the 4th largest herd of livestock in Africa. 80% of the population is reliant on 

livestock for survival. Cattle raids remain a major problem.  

 

4.3. Fish 
4.3.1. The River Nile flows through South Sudan. The production potential for fish in the Sudd region 

of South Sudan is estimated to be between 100-300,000 tonnes a year with productivity of 

110kg per hectare. At present an estimated 20,000 tonnes of fish are harvested in South 

Sudan yearly. Much of this quantity is lost due to poor post-harvest management. 
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4.4. Timber 
4.4.1. Forests cover 29% of the land area of South Sudan.  
4.4.2. Between 1990 and 2005, Sudan lost 11% of its forest cover and was one of the top 10 

countries for deforestation between 2000 and 2006. 
4.4.3. Uganda is the main destination of exported South Sudanese timber, with most of this going 

onwards to the EU, Pakistan and India.  
 

4.5. Trade 
4.5.1. Uganda is South Sudan’s major trading partner. Formal imports from Uganda were estimated 

to be worth $246 million in 2008, with informal imports as much as $389 million. Exports to 

Uganda are negligible in comparison. 

4.5.2. In June 2012, Ugandan bus and truck drivers, as well as traders, staged a strike in response 

to the continued loss of collateral they suffer from driving through South Sudan. The South 

Sudanese government is presently deciding whether it should compensate Ugandan traders 

for goods stolen by South Sudanese armed gangs. 

 
4.6. South Sudan’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) was $13,630,310,000 in 2008, $10,799,930,000 in 2009, 

and $13,227,480,000 in 2010. 
4.7. Other natural resources include limestone, iron ore, copper, chromium ore, zinc, tungsten, mica, silver, 

gold and diamonds. 
4.8. South Sudan is still locked in negotiations with its northern neighbour, Sudan, regarding how the 

formerly united country’s external debt will be split. 

4.9. South Sudan has $4 billion in foreign aid since 2005, largely from the UK, US, Norway, and 

Netherlands. 

 

5. SECURITY 

 

5.1. The British Foreign and Commonwealth Office advises against all travel within 40km of the border 

between North and South Sudan.  

5.2. Even though South Sudan and Sudan are technically no longer at war, the South still spends around 

40% of its budget on defence. 

5.3. A 2012 report by the Swiss-Based Small Arms Survey stated that most of South Sudan’s security 

threats are “conventional, insurgent, and internal security threats”. The report recommended large scale 

Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR). 
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5.4. A recent Human Rights Watch (HRW) report stated that the South Sudanese judicial process was 

characterized by flawed processes, unlawful detentions, and dire conditions that need addressing 

urgently. 

5.5. In July 2012 the government of South Sudan asked each of its citizens to contribute approximately 31 

cents in order to aid military funding. 

5.6. The Government of South Sudan announced in August 2010 that anyone younger than 18 years of age 

would be discharged from the army. 

5.7. Periodic violent skirmishes with South Sudanese residents over water and grazing rights persist among 

related pastoral populations along the border with the Central African Republic. 

5.8. The United States has provided more than $30 million per year in military technical assistance with 

bipartisan support from Congress to the Southern Sudanese army since 2006. 

 

6. CORRUPTION 

 

6.1. In May 2012 President Salva Kiir sent letters to 75 current and ex-government employees, stating that 

between them they were responsible for stealing $4billion of the South Sudanese governments’ money. 

6.2. Deng Athuai, Chairman of the South Sudan Civil Society Alliance, an anti-corruption advocacy group, 

was kidnapped in Juba on 4 July 2012, before being beaten for 3 days by assailants seeking 

information on his anti-corruption work in South Sudan. 

6.3. Former head of the Anti-Corruption commission Pauline Riak was accused of nepotism and abuse of 

power during her period as chairman, whilst her successor, Supreme Court judge John Gatwech Lul, 

was accused of conspiring against her. 

 

7. CULTURE 

 

7.1. Ethnic Groups and religion 

7.1.1. There are over 60 indigenous languages spoken in South Sudan. The Dinka are the largest 

ethnic group in the country with 4,800,000, the majority being Christians. The Dinka are also 

the most politically powerful of the tribes, with present President Salva Kiira, and his 

predecessor John Garang both belonging to the clan. The second largest ethnic group is the 

Nuer, with 1,021,000. There are approximately 430,000 follows of Islam in Southern Sudan.  

7.1.2. Depending on sources, the South’s people are either predominantly Christian with a large 

minority of followers of traditional religion, or vice versa.  

7.1.3. South Sudan’s Muslim population of approximately 5% contrasts with the 97% of Sudanese 

who follow Islam.  

7.1.4. There is a history of inter-ethnic violence between tribes in the South.  
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7.2. Traditions 

7.2.1. Women constitute 52% of the population of South Sudan. There is a lack of women in 

prominent decision-making positions in the country. 80% of the female population is illiterate, 

and where girls only make up 37% of the primary school population. Women are often banned 

from attending school in some communities, with many given away into marriage between the 

ages of 14 and 16.  

 

7.3. Judicial System 

7.3.1. The Judicial system in South Sudan suffers from the fact that the state legal system must work 

in conjunction with tribal, non-state judicial systems. A major problem for the central judiciary 

is that if the chief’s powers are re-allocated to the courts, the chiefs lose respect.  

7.3.2. The judiciary of Sudan is independent of the executive and judiciary, and is headed by the 

president of the Supreme Court, who is only answerable to the President of Sudan.  

 

8. HEALTH 

 

8.1. 2.5 Million Sudanese died in the two civil wars which culminated in South Sudan’s independence in 

2011. 

8.2. At the time of writing, there are approximately 120,000 refugees crowded into camps in Upper Nile 

State. The death rate in the camps for adults is 3 per 10,000 people. The rate for children is 4 per 

10,000. 

8.3. There are few strong links between the South and the war and subsequent humanitarian crisis in Darfur. 

However, in March 2011, the Sudanese government accused South Sudan of training rebels in Darfur. 

Suspected fighters from Darfur’s Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) were seen fighting alongside 

Southern troops in border clashes in April 2011. 

8.4. Adult prevalence rate of HIV/AIDS is 3.1%, the 23rd highest prevalence rate in the world. There is a high 

degree of risk for catching infectious diseases in South Sudan. Bacterial and protozoal diarrhoea, 

hepatitis A and E, and typhoid fever are all common.  

8.5. In 2011, 47,100 children under the age of one received the life-saving third dose of the vaccine for 

diphtheria, pertussis, and tetanus (DPT3), a 212% increase over the previous year’s accomplishment.  

8.6. The South Sudanese health system has three tiers; Primary Care Units (PCHU), Primary Health Care 

Centres (PHCC) and Hospitals (which exist as state, county, police of military).  
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9. EDUCATION SYSTEM 

9.1. Modelled on the education system of the Republic of Sudan. Primary education lasts eight years. This is 

followed by three years of secondary education, and then four years of university instruction. 

9.2. The primary language at all levels is English. 

9.3. There are more than 1.3 million primary school aged children in Sudan who are not in education. 

9.4. A girl in her early teens in South Sudan is three times more likely to die in pregnancy or childbirth than to 

reach grade eight. 

9.5. South Sudan is second-to-last in world rankings for net enrolment in primary education, and at the bottom 

of the world league table for enrolment in secondary education. 

9.6. A single teacher can teach up to one hundred students in some regions. 

9.7. Following the South Sudanese government’s decision to halt oil production in January 2012 the British 

Department for International Development (DFID) put on hold plans for a £52 million programme to educate 

girls in South Sudan. The standoff over oil did not stop the US from continuing its scheme of building 

teaching institutes in South Sudan. 

10. INFRASTRUCTURE 

10.1. In April 2012 China loaned South Sudan $8 Billion to be used for ‘major development projects’.  

10.2. The country has 84 airports. 3 of these have paved runways. South Sudan has one Heliport. 

10.3. The country has 236km of railway track. However much of the railway system is in disrepair. Construction 

of a $4.7 billion railway line linking Uganda and South Sudan to of Dar es Salaam is scheduled to begin in 

2014. 

10.4. South Sudan has 4,000-5,000 km of main roads, 50km of which are paved. It also has 7,000 km of                                                        

secondary roads, all of which are unpaved. 

10.5. 15% of households own a phone. 1% of households in Southern Sudan have a bank account 

10.6. IBurst (Pty) Ltd. is expanding Internet capacity beyond the capital of South Sudan, in a three-year plan to 

provide services to the nation’s government and biggest companies. 


