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ZIMBABWE COUNTRY REPORT 

Zimbabwe is a landlocked country in Southern 

Africa.  It shares borders with Zambia, Botswana, 

South Africa and Mozambique. The topography 

of the nation is mostly made up of plateaus.  

Zimbabwe's improving economy depends heavily 

on its mining and agriculture sectors.  Zimbabwe 

has had a troubled investment environment in 

the recent past due to an unstable political 

situation and the land reform policy that the 

government embarked on.  The political situation 

has relatively stabilised following the recent 

resignation of Robert Mugabe.   

  

Figure 1: Coat of arms of Zimbabwe was adopted on 
21 September 1981, one year and five months after 
the national flag was adopted. 
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HISTORY OF ZIMBABWE 
Zimbabwe, once known as Rhodesia, was a 

self-governing British Colony from 1923.  In 

1953, Britain created a Central African 

Federation (CAF), made up of Southern 

Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), Northern Rhodesia 

(Zambia) and Nyasaland (Malawi).  The CAF 

broke up when Zambia and Malawi gained 

independence in 1963.  

After 1963 more radical parties formed like 

the Zimbabwe African National Union 

(ZANU).  In 1965, the Rhodesian Front a 

white minority-rule government, under Ian 

Smith, broke away from Britain.  Stripping 

black people of rights, this government 

sparked international outrage and 

economic sanctions were introduced. 

Civil war broke out in the 1970’s and was 

crippling the country.  Britain assisted in 

the ceasefire. ZANU was led for many years 

under Robert Mugabe. On 4 March 1980, 

ZANU-PF won the first free elections in 

Zimbabwe and Robert Mugabe became the 

Prime Minister with the Zimbabwe African 

National Union (ZANU) winning the 

elections and then President from 1987 

after the merger with the Zimbabwe 

African People's Union (ZAPU) and 

retaining the name ZANU–PF.  

 

Figure 2: President Robert Mugabe. 
The country has been in steep economic 

decline since the 1990s, under the 

presidency of Robert Mugabe. 

Emmerson Mnangagwa rose to power 

after being Mugabe’s right-hand man since 

independence in 1980, with military 

support, which together with ZANU-PF 

forced the most educated president in the 

world to resign 21 November 2017. 

 

CURRENT POLITICS 
Previously President Robert Mugabe announced that the 2018 elections would take place on 

31 July 2018.  Currently, no dates have been confirmed 

by President Emmerson Mnangagwa, but it is said that 

the elections will take place before September 2018. 

 

Political instability continues in Zimbabwe as it has 

been reported that the future of the MDP is uncertain 

after the passing of Morgan Tsvangirai and the feeling 

is that the military clique is making too many demands 

both in government and ZANU-PF.
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FACTS

CAPITAL: 
Harare 

ZIMBABWE’S 8 PROVINCES & 2 
CITIES: 
Manicaland Province 
Mashonaland Central Province 
Mashonaland East Province 
Mashonaland West Province 
Masvingo Province 
Matabeleland North Province 
Matabeleland South Province 
Midlands Province  
Bulawayo (city) 
Harare (city) 

 
 

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES: 
English, Shona and Ndebele 

POPULATION: 
16,768,720 as of Friday, 16th February 2018.  
Zimbabwe population is equivalent to 0.22% of 
the total world population. 
Females can expect to live 58.7 years and males 
survive for 57.3 years, on average. 
Population density is 44 people per Km2 (113 
people per square mile). 
 

TOTAL LAND AREA: 
386,850 Km2 (149,364 sq. miles) 

CURRENCY: 
US Dollar, South African Rand and Botswana Pula are accepted. 

VISA REQUIREMENTS: 
This can be obtained from the Zimbabwe Embassy in London or on arrival in Zimbabwe.  

MAJOR RELIGIONS: 
Protestant 82.7% (includes Apostolic 41.8%, Pentecostal 25.2%, other 15.7%), Roman Catholic 
6.7%, other Christian 4.6%, traditional religion 0.6%, Muslim 0.4%, other 0.1%, none 4.9%. 
 
 

Figure 3: Provinces of Zimbabwe 

Figure 4: Harare, Zimbabwe 
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CLIMATE 
Zimbabwe lies within the tropics. However, many parts enjoy a subtropical climate because 

of their high elevations – most of the country lies 900 metres above sea level. 

In the summer months, elevated regions enjoy maximum temperatures which are usually in 

the high 20s°C (though humidity can make it feel hotter). There is a definite winter, with 

temperatures in Harare and Bulawayo averaging around 14°C in July. 

Rain generally falls between November-

March, when the weather can be humid and 

sticky. The amount of rainfall varies across 

the country. Most regions have 750-

1000mm. But the eastern highlands receive 

over 1500mm and a longer rainy season here 

runs from October-April. 

Farmers are being advised to plant drought-

resistant grains, rather than traditional crops 

such as maize. 

But lower-lying regions, such as areas of 

Matabeleland in the south, receive smaller 

amounts of rainfall. And prolonged dry spells are becoming a problem. Farmers have seen 

their harvests suffer as climate change brings more uncertain weather patterns.  

Figure 5: Temperature and Precipitation for Harare 

Figure 6: Zimbabwe's annual rain map 
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ECONOMY 
Numerous factors led to the decline of the economy since the 1990’s, including the aftermath 
of land reform, Zimbabwe’s involvement in the civil war of the Democratic Republic of Congo 
and the suspension of international loans and economic aid to the country. 

The Zimbabwean Dollar was the official currency used in Zimbabwe from 1980 till 12 April 
2009 due to precipitous inflation that caused bank notes to lose their value.  

 

Today, Zimbabwe operates a multi-
currency system, where foreign money 
such as the US dollar or South African 
Rand is used for trading. 

However, over the last few years, the 
economy has begun to stabilise and 
according to the African Development 
Bank Group, the economic growth in 
Zimbabwe was suspected to improve to 
from an estimated 0.7% in 2016 to 2.6% 
in 2017. 

Since 2008 with the annual GDP growth 

rate at -9.9%, has gone up to 0.6% at the 

end of Q4 in 2016.

There is a general feeling of positivity and high hopes of positive economic growth in 

Zimbabwe and as President Emmerson Mnangagwa said, “Zimbabwe is open for business”. 

EMPLOYMENT 

Very little primary data exists on unemployment in Zimbabwe and therefore the data found 

on various platforms is deemed unreliable.  It has been reported that unemployment rates 

are between 60% and 90% and some platforms have reported unemployment to be as low 

as 4%.  These figures include people actively looking for employment as a percentage of the 

labour force  

Figure 7: A selection of Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe bearer cheques 
printed between July 2007 to July 2008. 
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INDUSTRY 
Geographically, Zimbabwe is located on a plateau that forms a watershed between the 

Zambezi and Limpopo river systems. Consequently, it has significant agriculture, forestry, and 

tourism potential. Mining and agriculture are the key drivers of economic growth in 

Zimbabwe. 

MINING 

Zimbabwe is one of the top 10 

producers of diamonds in the world, and 

revenues from diamond mining 

accounted for 30% of government 

income in 2016.   

Zimbabwe has around 60 different 

minerals in the country, including 

diamonds, gold, platinum, chrome, 

copper, nickel, iron ore and a rich coal 

deposits.  Zimbabwe has the 2nd largest 

Platinum and chrome deposits in the 

world and is the 5th largest producer of 

lithium in the world.  

Zimbabwe has also entered the lithium market with the Arcadia Project, a $1.4 million mine 

on the outskirts of Harare, and has been identified as one of the key projects that can turn 

the country’s economy around.  

The Zimbabwe Mining 

Investments Conference 

2018 took place on 27th 

and 28th February and 

attracted international 

investors from across 

the globe.   

The conference comes 

as Zimbabwe’s mining 

sector is targeting to 

earn over $2 billion in 

minerals exports, 

excluding gold in 2018, 

up from $1,7 billion that was realised in 2017 as revealed by the Minerals Marketing 

Corporation of Zimbabwe(MMCZ). 

Figure 8: Zimbabwe mining opportunities 

Figure 9: Zimbabwe mining between September 2017 and January 2018 
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Winston Chitando, the new mines and mining development minister, is set on making 

Zimbabwe destination for mining investment.  

Investors are equally optimistic and very much interested in the opportunities in Zimbabwe 

and looking forward to working with the government and the local people to invest and grow 

with the new outlook to open Zimbabwe to the world. 

AGRICULTURE 

The agricultural industry is a key sector for Zimbabwe’s 

economy with 70% of the population relying on agriculture for 

their livelihoods. However, the farming sector is still recovering 

from changes brought about by after the land reforms in the 

2000’s, farmers are now urged to go back to Zimbabwe.   

Getting agriculture going again in Zimbabwe is a big task, but 

under the leadership of Mnangagwa, this is a top priority that 

will make a positive change towards a better economy.  

Zimbabwe exported approximately $887M raw tobacco in 2016 

which is 23% of the 

country’s total exports. 

Sugar and cotton are also 

important export crops, with cottonseed and cake of 

cottonseed (used as animal feed) sold as by-products. 

Tea and soybean oil are also produced for export. 

Maize, corn, wheat and barley are mainly grown for the 

local market. 

FISHERIES AND LIVESTOCK 

Zimbabwe does not have any natural lakes except for the wetlands at the headwaters of 

streams.  These water bodies, formed by the local schists deposits, retain moisture because 

of their spongy vegetation and feed the streams even after the rains stop. However, these 

water bodies have little fishery development potential.  

Fisheries resources consist of rivers, large dams (large reservoirs), small dams (small 

reservoirs) and the commercial aquaculture ponds. 

Figure 11: Tobacco farming in Zimbabwe 

Figure 10: Zimbabwe Farming 
Systems 
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Almost 90% of the country's fish production is obtained from Lake Kariba, the huge man-made 

lake in the Zambezi which is shared 

by Zimbabwe and Zambia.  Fish 

found in Lake Kariba includes 

Tigerfish, Bream, Tilapia, Catfish, 

Barbel, Labeo, Jack and Vundu, that 

commonly attains the size of a fully-

grown man.  The Tigerfish is 

responsible for the now world-

renowned 'Tiger Fish Tournament' 

that is held every year on the lake in 

October. 

The livestock industry has suffered in recent years from a shortage of grain for animal feed.  

Cattle are the main livestock animal and beef is the single largest agricultural product. Cow’s 

milk and animal hides are also important sources of income for farmers. 

Pigs, goats and sheep are raised in some areas, though chickens are generally kept for home 

use. 

TOURISM 

Zimbabwe was one of the most beautiful holiday destinations in Southern Africa that offered 

natural adventure, national parks and impressive heritage – notably the ancient city of Great 

Zimbabwe, from which the nation takes its name. It had the most spectacular bungee-jumping 

location in the world, from a bridge overlooking the Victoria Falls at the point where 

Zimbabwe, Zambia and the Zambezi converged.  

Unfortunately, the Mugabe regime has had a 

negative effect on tourism. 

On a more positive note, Zimbabwe is still 

one the friendliest, safest and most 

spectacular countries in Africa with tourism 

is part of the solution to improve the lives of 

the long-suffering population. Visitors bring 

in cash and create jobs, quickly. 

Zimbabwe has such a vast variety of things to 

do and see. There are 10 National Parks, all 

of which offer a stunning variety of wildlife and 

scenery. From the green paradise of Mana Pools 

to the world-famous elephants of Hwange.   

Figure 12: Tigerfish caught in Lake Kariba 

Figure 13: Hwange's elephants 



A REPORT ON ZIMBABWE BY VALLIS COMMODITIES LIMITED 

9 
 

You can even visit one of the Seven 

Natural Wonders of the World, the 

Victoria Falls, as it’s known in English.  

These falls were named by David 

Livingstone in 1855, after British 

monarch Queen Victoria.  The falls are 

also known by its local name, Mosi-Oa-

Tunya, meaning smoke that thunders.  The 

Victoria Falls and the Zambezi National 

Park are situated on the western tip of 

Zimbabwe.  The Victoria Falls Bridge was 

designed in England, the bridge was 

transported from Europe in pieces and was assembled on site, bridging the Zambezi River and 

linking Zimbabwe and Zambia in 1906. The bridge is also renowned for its popular bungee 

jumping. 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

ROADS 

The road network excluding urban roads totals 76,241 km of which 9,256 km or 12.1% are 

bitumen surfaced.  About 5% of the entire road network are primary roads.  Primary roads 

are the most trafficked and most link neighbouring countries.  One such road is the 

Zimbabwean portion of the Trans-African Highway as it passes through western Zimbabwe. 

This part of the road network plays a major role in the importation and exportation of the 

country's ware and transit freight. Among the primary roads, some roads are classified as 

Regional Road Corridors, while some are just primary roads. 

RAILWAYS 

Figure 14: Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe 

Figure 15: Primary roads of Zimbabwe 
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The Zimbabwean railway system was largely constructed during the time of British colonial 

rule and was called Rhodesia Railways (RR) until 1980.  Segments of its systems were 

intended to be part of the Cape to Cairo Railway. 

National Railways of Zimbabwe (NRZ) 

operates about 3,400 km (2,100 

miles) of railway lines, all of 3 ft 6 in 

(1,067 mm) providing passenger and 

freight services.  A direct line to South 

Africa from Bulawayo was opened in 

1999 by the Beitbridge Bulawayo 

Railway. 

Steam locomotives are still used in 

Zimbabwe and are very popular with 

tourists. 

The NRZ has also suffered from the general decline of the country's economy.  Neglect of 

maintenance, lacking spare parts and overdue replacement of equipment have led to a 

situation were only part of the railroad net is in good condition and equipment problems 

have led to reduced service.  Steam locomotives have been reintroduced since 2004 as coal 

is in relatively good supply, while diesel must be imported, and electricity shortages are 

common.  Goods transport has declined, from 18 million tonnes in 1998 to 2 million tonnes 

in 2010. 

AIR TRANSPORT 

Air transport is of vital importance for economic development, creating direct and indirect 

employment, supporting tourism and local businesses, and stimulating foreign investment 

and international trade.  The value for Air transport, passengers carried in Zimbabwe was 

378,804 as of 2016. As the graph below shows, over the past 46 years, this indicator reached 

a maximum value of 790,100 in 1997 and a minimum value of 200,857 in 2003. 

 

Figure 16: A Garret locomotive in Bulawayo. 
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Victoria Falls International Airport opened in 2016 and was a $150 million project that 

signifies exciting times for aviation and tourism in Zimbabwe. British Airways now offers 

flights from London to Victoria Falls International Airport via Johannesburg. 

Zimbabwe with 22 other countries in Africa has acceded to the newly launched Single 

African Air Transport Market (SAATM), a project that is meant to relax rules and regulations 

to create a free market environment for eligible commercial airlines.  This project will create 

more opportunities to promote trade, cross-border investments in the production and 

service industries including tourism, resulting in the creation of an additional 300 000 direct 

and two million indirect jobs in Africa. 

Currently, you can easily travel from London with Kenyan Airways and reach Harare via 

Nairobi. Alternatively, if you fly with British Airways or South African Airways, you will travel 

via Johannesburg. Other options include Ethiopian Airlines via Addis Ababa or Egypt-Air via 

Cairo. 
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ELECTRICITY 

In 2014, 83.4% of the urban population and 9.8% of the rural population had access to 

electricity.  Electricity is generated at the Kariba Power Station (capacity 750 MW), the 

Hwange Thermal Power Station (installed capacity 920 MW) and three minor coal-fired 

stations.  The coal-fired stations need major upgrades due to a neglect of maintenance and 

they have frequent production stops or are not producing at all.  This leads to major power 

cuts for extended periods of time without electricity. 

There is a lot of potential for renewable energy in Zimbabwe, especially along the Zambesi 

River. Hydroelectricity has been sourced from the Kariba Dam since 1960, for Zimbabwe from 

the south bank and since 1976 for Zambia from the north bank.   

Lake Kariba, one of the largest artificial 

reservoirs in the world, straddles the 

border between Zambia and 

Zimbabwe. The reservoir is a crucial 

resource for agriculture, fisheries and 

tourism; it is also a key source of 

hydroelectric power for the region. 

Water first began to fill the reservoir in 

1958, following the damming of the 

Zambezi River.  Over a half-century, 

the lake level has seen ups and downs 

due to variations in water use and 

climate patterns. 

In February 2016, water levels near the dam 

declined to near-record lows—just 12 percent full 

and within about 2 meters of the lowest level 

required for energy generation, according to the 

Zambezi River Authority.  This is a major cause of the 

reduced power generation in Zimbabwe. 

A strong El Niño brought hot and dry conditions to 

the region. 

Figure 17: Lake Kariba, water level in January 2016. 
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EDUCATION

The one thing that Zimbabwe has always pride itself in is its education and considers human 
capital investment via education. Education is seen as a fundamental human right. 
UNESCO estimates the literacy rare, based on a nationally representative survey which tested 

reading skills and determined educational levels, 

put the figure at 83.6%, one of the highest on the 

continent.   

The Zimbabwean education cycle takes 13 years to 

complete in 2 phases, namely primary and 

secondary school. Currently, there are thirteen 

universities in Zimbabwe, which includes state, 

religiously funded ones, a women’s university, and 

a distance learning open university. 

 

HEALTHCARE 

PUBLIC HEALTH CARE 

Public healthcare is the largest provider of healthcare in Zimbabwe and is used by 90% of the 

population.  Due to political instability and economic decline, the public healthcare sector is 

relying heavily on NGOs and non-profit organisations for assistance.   

Government policy is to only provide free-of-charge health services for pregnant and lactating 

mothers, children under five and those aged 60 years and over, but this policy has proved to 

be difficult to implement and a fee between $3 and $50 is charged for everyone else. 

Zimbabweans continue to experience a heavy burden of disease dominated by preventable 

diseases such as HIV infection and AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis and other vaccine-preventable 

diseases, diarrhoeal diseases and health issues affecting pregnant women and neonates. 

Every year, 84 children out of 1000 are likely 

to die before they reach the age of five. 

There are now 1,6 doctors for every 10 000 

people and 7 nurses and trained midwives for 

every 10 000 people in the country.  The 

country has four neurosurgeons, two heart 

surgeons, three dermatologists and one 

venereologist.   

Most Zimbabweans travel to South Africa for 

healthcare.  

  Figure 18: Hospitals in Zimbabwe. 
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PRIVATE HEALTHCARE  

Private healthcare is also available in Zimbabwe, however, treatment in private clinics are 

normally expensive and Zimbabwean medical facilities often demand payment up-front 

before providing treatment to patients, this often involves a hefty sum of money.  Moreover, 

the standards of nursing care in private hospitals are inconsistent. 

HEALTHCARE WHILE TRAVELLING 

Before travelling to Zimbabwe, ensure that your typhoid, hepatitis A, hepatitis B, cholera, 

yellow fever, rabies, and influenza vaccinations are up to date. 

Zimbabwe is currently on high alert as an outbreak has been confirmed after 34 reported 

cases outside Harare.  In 2008, a cholera outbreak has claimed the lives of 4,288 people. 

It is highly recommended that foreigners to take out a comprehensive travel insurance or 

international medical insurance plan which will cover you for medical transportation or 

evacuation when travelling to Zimbabwe. 

SUMMARY 

Zimbabwe is a country with a vast array of investment opportunities and with the 

willingness of its people and a new era for the government, the opportunity for economic 

growth is endless. 

The introduction of the dollar to the Zimbabwean economy also introduced higher margins 

to the products manufactured in the country.  An assortment of local Zimbabwean 

companies has plans to expand manufacturing internally and externally depending on the 

sector. 

Zimbabwe also offers one of Africa’s most literate and educated populace.    

Africa’s growing middle class wants better goods and services.  The Zimbabwean healthcare 

sectors present investors an opportunity to improve both offerings.  

The potential of farming in Zimbabwe must be addressed. The sector requires reinstallation 

and upgrade of irrigation systems, greater availability of inputs, and training.  Agricultural 

processing is surely not the sector to avoid.  Local packaging and branding of agriculture 

products have enormous potential where import prices can be high.  Sourcing from small-

scale farmers eliminates land tenure concerns but poses the potential challenge of 

inconsistency in quality supply. 

The mining sector is one to look out for, it is, however, necessary to understand the politics 

of the country.  The government is in process of ensuring that laws are harmonised to 

create a holistic and investor-friendly environment. 
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