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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Sudan’s location in Africa’s Northeast has resulted in a strong connection with the Middle East and this is 

evident today in a society dominated by Islamic religion and Arabic culture. Sudan was the largest country in 

Africa until the south seceded in 2011 and became the independent nation of South Sudan ending decades of 

civil war between the north and the south. Sudan’s main resource and export continues to be oil, with crude 

oil fields predominantly located in the south. Sudan once profited significantly from oil, but the secession of the 

south halted this economic growth. Today, Sudan also relies on exporting gold, oily seeds, and livestock to 

generate revenue. Port Sudan on the east coast is the major thoroughfare for Sudan’s trade. The instated 

transitional government is led by the civilian Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdock, with his efforts focused on 

repairing Sudan’s economy and improving standards of living. 

 

Sudan’s history has been enveloped in conflict with two civil wars from 1955 to 2005, and an 11-year cessation 

of hostilities between 1972 and 1983. From 1989 until 2019 Sudan was ruled by a military dictator, Omar Al-

Bashir, whose regime was ended by popular unrest leading to political change. The wars ultimately led to the 

independence referendum in 2011. 

 

Although South Sudan emerged as a fledgling nation following the referendum, rich in natural resources, it 

remains severely lacking in infrastructure to provide basic services for its citizens. From the outset, South 

Sudan was burdened domestically by government debt, ethnic violence, and food insecurity as well as ongoing 

discrepancies with Sudan regarding shared oil revenues and disputed territory. Political tensions in South 

Sudan between the current President, Salva Kiir, and his former rival, now deputy, Riek Machar, erupted into 

civil war in 2013. Although the rivalry between these two political leaders has been resolved, the impact has 

hindered progress towards economic development and political stability. 

 

Oil is an important part of both nations’ economies and they are reliant on each other for oil revenue. South 

Sudan possesses the oilfields and Sudan has the infrastructure to process and transport it. Largely as a 

consequence of western sanctions, China has played a significant role in Sudan due to its investment in oil 

but has also broadened its activities into the construction of hydro-electric power dams. China is the leading 

importer of oil from Sudan and South Sudan. Despite the fragility of the region and ongoing violence, foreign 

investment continues to play a considerable role in Sudan and South Sudan’s oil sectors.  

 

China has been steadfast in protecting their interests in Sudan. During Al-Bashir’s regime, China established 

itself as an alternative political ally to the west, with a policy of non-intervention, which was expected in return. 

In South Sudan, Chinese enterprises have widened their activities beyond oil and operate in a range of sectors 

including energy, telecommunications, medical services, and construction. China has also shared its model of 

governance with South Sudan through workshops for officials from both nations in Beijing and Juba. 

 

Sudan and South Sudan remain underdeveloped and in need of significant humanitarian assistance and 

economic aid. The United Nations has stated that over 9 million people in Sudan, or 23 per cent of the 

population, need humanitarian aid in the year 2020. Restrictions placed on aid agencies in Sudan during the 

regime of Al-Bashir were lifted in March 2020. Many humanitarian agencies operate in both nations, including 

UNICEF, the WFP, and the ICRC. These agencies prioritise food insecurity, child protection, education, access 
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to clean water and nutrition. They face a multitude of challenges, all of which have been exacerbated by the 

coronavirus pandemic, but mainly stem from continued armed conflict and a lack of infrastructure, impeding 

their access to those most in need of aid. Sudan and South Sudan also receive humanitarian aid from the 

European Union, the UK Department for International Development, and the US Agency for International 

Development. 

 

The current pandemic has caused a worldwide economic downturn, negatively affecting Sudan and South 

Sudan’s economies and frustrating economic growth, with the global plummet in demand and price of oil. In 

South Sudan specifically, the coronavirus pandemic and alleged corruption have weakened the country’s 

currency and accelerated South Sudan’s loss of foreign exchange. In Sudan, the US in their efforts to normalise 

relations with the transitional government, are considering the removal of the country from a list of states that 

sponsor terrorism. This would open access to the international financial system, attracting foreign investments 

and loans, which will be much needed for the country’s future. Whilst China’s interest remains in the region, 

Sudan and South Sudan will need significant assistance from the rest of the international community if they 

hope to survive and recover economic development. 

 

This report provides a succinct overview of Sudan and South Sudan’s history, both geographical and political. 

It discusses Sudan and South Sudan’s past and present political and economic challenges; their shared 

primary resource, oil, China’s growing engagement and the leading humanitarian aid they both receive from 

non-government and government organisations. 
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1. SUDAN 

1.1 Geography 

1.1.1 Officially named the Republic of Sudan and once the largest country on the African 

continent, Sudan is located in the Northeast of Africa. Sudan shares its borders with 

seven other states, Egypt, Eritrea, Libya, Chad, Central African Republic, South Sudan 

and Ethiopia. 

1.1.2 The eastern section of Sudan’s border is the Red Sea and the River Nile traverses from 

the south to the north. Sudan is geographically a bridge between the Middle East and 

Africa, which is palpable through the diverse mixture of cultures, politics, languages, 

ethnicities and religion that endures in the large population of 43,893,286. 

1.1.3 Sudan occupies an area of 1,882,000 sq. km and is divided into 17 states. The largest 

state by population is Khartoum, also home to the capital city with the same name. Both 

Sudan and Egypt claim sovereignty over the Hala’ib Triangle (illustrated in Figure 1), an 

area located in the Northeast of the Red Sea state that has been in dispute since the 

independence of Sudan from the British in 1956. 

 

 

 

 

                             

 

 

 

 

 

                                                  Figure 1: Map of Sudan and South Sudan (Source: Geology.com) 

1.2 Climate 

1.2.1 Sudan is relatively flat and most of the landscape is desert, especially in the arid north. 

The south boasts a more tropical climate and some areas of Sudan experience a rainy 

season at varying times in the year. 
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1.3 Language and Religion  

1.3.1 Sudanese Arabic is the dominant language in Sudan and a large majority of the 

population are practising Muslims. It was this predominantly Arab and Muslim Northern 

population that principally dominated Sundanese politics and, along with the imposition 

of a strict Islamic penal code, caused much discontent in the south before their 

independence in 2011.  

1.4 Government 

1.4.1 Sudan is a presidential republic and the current prime minister, head of the transitional 

government, is Abdalla Hamdok. 

1.5 Economy  

1.5.1 From 1999, Sudan experienced around just over a decade of exceptional economic 

growth from the profits of its crude oil fields. Following South Sudan’s secession from 

the North Sudan’s economy collapsed. It has attempted to diversify its sources of 

revenue and today primarily exports crude petroleum, gold, other oily seeds and 

livestock. The currency of Sudan is the Sudanese pound. 

1.6 Transport 

1.6.1 Sudan has approximately 20,000 miles of road, largely covering central Sudan. The 

quality of the roads are poor. Sudan’s railway is one of the longest in Africa, connecting 

Port Sudan, Khartoum and Nyala in south Darfur. Port Sudan is Sudan’s principal 

seaport and manages the bulk of Sudan’s external trade. Khartoum International Airport 

is the primary airport for entry into Sudan, but there are also 25 other airports around 

the country. The Nile also provides an important method of inland transportation, but 

this can be limited by shallow stretches and sharp corners. 

2. SOUTH SUDAN 

2.1 Geography 

2.1.1 The Republic of South Sudan gained independence from Sudan on 9th July 2011, 

making it the youngest country to be widely recognised by other nations, following 

almost two decades of civil war and a referendum. 

2.1.2 South Sudan is a landlocked country located close to the Equator, consisting of tropical 

rainforests as well as swamps and grassland. The country is divided into 10 

administrative states and the capital and largest city is Juba, situated on the White Nile. 
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2.2 Language and Religion 

2.2.1 The population of 11,199,578 is hugely diverse, with over 60 ethnicities and languages, 

that are a primarily rural and rely on subsistence farming. Unlike Sudan, the population 

of South Sudan predominantly follow Christianity, a result of European missionaries in 

the nineteenth century and traditional indigenous beliefs. 

2.3 Politics and Civil War 

2.3.1 Following the establishment of South Sudan as a sovereign state, it was granted a seat 

at the United Nations. Salva Kiir Mayardit was inaugurated as the first president. 

2.3.2 Civil war broke out in South Sudan in 2013 when political tension between President 

Kiir and the opposition leader and former Vice President, Riek Machar, turned violent 

resulting in over 50,000 people killed and millions displaced. A fragile peace was 

concluded between them in 2018 but their relationship remains fraught. 

2.4 Resources and Infrastructure 

2.4.1 Largely as a result of ongoing civil war and social unrest, South Sudan remains one of 

the most underdeveloped countries in the world, with little infrastructure and high levels 

of displacement and malnourishment amongst the population.  

2.4.2 Though rich in natural resources such as oil, South Sudan still relies on Sudan to 

transport and refine its oil and utilises Port Sudan’s facilities on the Red Sea. Other 

important resources include teak, iron ore and copper. Agriculture remains central to 

South Sudan’s economy, producing predominantly cotton, peanuts, sorghum, millet, 

Arabic gum and sugar cane. 

2.5 Transport 

2.5.1 South Sudan’s road network is severely underdeveloped and many roads outside of 

Juba are dirt roads. The White Nile provides an important mode of transportation for 

cargo and the river connects freshwater ports from Juba Port to Renk, on the northern 

border with Sudan. South Sudan does not have an extensive rail infrastructure, with the 

only railway line stretching 277 miles. Juba International Airport is the only airport 

receiving international commercial flights, but South Sudan has hundreds of landing 

sites for light aircraft and helicopters, making it accessible by air.  

3. HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT AND COUNTRY SPLIT 

In 2011, South Sudan gained independence from Sudan following an unequivocal referendum result in 

favour of secession. This came at the cost of two civil wars, the First Sudanese Civil War, from 1955 to 

1972, and the Second Sudanese Civil War, from 1983 to 2005, and millions of lives lost. 
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3.1 The First Sudanese Civil War 

3.1.1 The First Sudanese Civil War broke out a year before Sudan became independent from 

Great Britain and was principally a guerrilla war launched by the Southern Sudan 

Liberation Movement (SSLM). This was also the first insurgency that saw the 

recruitment of child soldiers and in the early stages of the war hundreds of Northern 

Sudanese in the south were murdered. 

3.1.2 The causes of the war were complex and multifaceted. They are embedded in the 

difficulties Sudan has had in consolidating central authority, ongoing problems with 

political power being exploitative and the divisive historical legacy between the north 

and the south left by colonial powers. 

3.1.3 Whilst Sudan was under the control of the Ottoman ruler of Egypt, from 1820 to 1899, 

the south was subject to raids, including slave raids, by government backed forces and 

excluded from the political community developing in the north.  

3.1.4 In 1899, Great Britain and Egypt gained control of Sudan and it was essentially ruled as 

a Crown colony. Ongoing resistance to British rule in the south meant development in 

the region was slower than in the north. Furthermore, the north and the south were 

administered as separate regions. This meant that when the British began facilitating 

Sudan for autonomy in 1953, the more urbanised and educated north were better able 

to dominate the political class and fill government positions, especially when the official 

language of the new government was established as Arabic. 

3.1.5 Since 1956 subsequent governments in Khartoum attempted to develop a national 

identity based on Arabic culture and Islam, further alienating the population in the south 

and fuelling their desire for provincial autonomy. 

3.1.6 The First Sudanese Civil War came to an end after 17 years with the signing of the Adis 

Ababa Agreement in 1972. As a result, the Southern Regional Government was 

established and unrest in the south was suppressed for 11 years before a bloodier civil 

war began. 

3.2 The Second Sudanese Civil War  

3.2.1 The Second Sudanese Civil War broke out in 1983. Growing Islamic fundamentalism in 

Sudan and the increasing influence of the Muslim Brotherhood led the Sudanese 

president, Gaafar Nimeiry, to introduce Islamic Sharia law into the constitution and 

abrogate the terms of the Addis Ababa Agreement. 
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                                       Figure 3: The Second Sudanese Civil War: 1983 - 2005 (Source: sbs.com) 

3.2.2 Discontented southerners assembled under the banner of the Sudan People’s 

Liberation Movement (SPLM), and the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA), led by 

John Garang de Mabior, to fight the government in Khartoum. Both sides recruited child 

soldiers, committed atrocious abuses of human rights and thousands died not just from 

the violence but also from the subsequent famine.  

3.2.3 Meanwhile in Khartoum, Gaafar Nimeiry was overthrown and in 1989, after four years 

of political instability, Omar Hasan Ahmad Al-Bashir led a military coup and seized 

power. Heavily supported by the National Islamic Front (NIF), Al-Bashir led an Islamic 

military dictatorship that increasingly saw the war with the south as form of jihad, 

quashing hopes of previously planned peace talks. 

3.2.4 After numerous failed attempts by external actors and the international community, the 

war came to an end in 2005 when both sides signed the Comprehensive Peace 

Agreement (CPA). The agreement stipulated a six year interim period during which the 

south was granted political autonomy and oil revenues were to be shared equally 

between the north and the south. Islamic Sharia law was repealed in the south and a 

referendum on independence would be allowed after the interim period came to an end. 

3.3 Independence of South Sudan 

3.3.1 In 2011, the South Sudanese population voted unequivocally in favour of independence 

from Sudan. A multitude of challenges lay ahead for the new nation, including ongoing 

disagreements with Sudan over shared oil revenue, disputed territory, namely in the 

Abyei area, and new citizenship laws. These issues were in addition to armed rebellions 

against the South Sudanese government and the severe underdevelopment of 

infrastructure and the economy as a result of decades of war, undermining South 

Sudan’s ability to deliver basic services to its population. 
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4. WHO WERE THE INFLUENTIAL FIGURES IN SUDANESE HISTORY? 

4.1 Omar Hasan Ahmad al-Bashir  

4.1.1 Omar Hasan Ahmad al-Bashir was a colonel in the Sudanese army and came to power 

on 30th June 1989 after leading a bloodless military coup to overthrow Sadiq al-Mahdi, 

the democratically elected prime minister.  

4.1.2 Al-Bashir aligned himself with Hassan al-Turabi, leader of the National Islamic Front 

and speaker of the Sudanese parliament. He banned all political parties, dissolved 

parliament, established strict control of the press, purged the military and imprisoned 

political figures and journalists who may have opposed him. Al-Bashir also re-introduced 

Islamic Sharia law, further intensifying resentment from the population in the south. 

Throughout his presidency, he continued to use severe tactics to suppress public 

dissatisfaction with the regime. 

4.2 Corruption, violence and war crimes under Al-Bashir 

4.2.1 Al-Bashir’s rule over Sudan was marred with endemic corruption, constant violence and 

war, and economic strife. Sudan became a pariah among the international community 

as its ties with Islamic fundamentalists in the Middle East alienated Sudan from the 

United States (US). 

4.2.2 Though elected three times during his presidency, these results have been subject to 

scrutiny for electoral fraud, amid allegations of corruption and the use of intimidation 

against opponents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        Figure 4: Omar al-Bashir (Source: Middle East Monitor) 

4.2.3 In 2009, Al-Bashir was indicted for war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide 

by the International Criminal Court, who claimed Al-Bashir had masterminded the armed 

conflict in the western Sudanese region of Darfur.  

4.2.4 Erupting in 2003, the conflict began when rebel groups in Darfur attacked the 

government, accusing them of oppressing the non-Arab population and practising 

racism against the black Sudanese. 
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4.2.5 Al-Bashir’s heavy-handed response included unleashing the Janjaweed, the 

government backed Arab militias, on the non-Arab population. The Janjaweed pillaged 

black Sudanese rebel villages, indiscriminately killing villagers and raping women and 

girls, especially those with darker skin. 

4.2.6 Consequently, Al-Bashir and the Janjaweed have been accused by the international 

community of dictating and executing, respectively, a vicious campaign of ethnic 

cleansing against the black Sudanese population in Darfur. 

4.3 Al-Bashir’s decline in power  

4.3.1 In 2011, Al-Bashir oversaw the secession of South Sudan from the north. Though he 

encouraged unity in the lead up to the referendum vote, Al-Bashir had to ultimately 

resign to southern independence. The relationship between the two nations thereafter 

remained laden with acrimony and suspicion. 

4.3.2 In 2018, protests took place in several cities due to the deteriorating economic crisis 

within Sudan. By 2019, these demonstrations had transformed to demand political 

change. Efforts by al-Bashir to quell the protests using harsh military tactics were met 

with resistance from the military, demonstrating the loss of his main power base.  

4.3.3 Al-Bashir was subsequently removed as President of Sudan by the Sudanese military 

and placed under arrest. He was convicted of corruption and will stand trial over his role 

in the 1989 coup later this year. 

4.4 Salva Kiir Mayardit 

4.4.1 Salva Kiir Mayardit is a South Sudanese rebel leader, currently serving as the country’s 

first president. During the First Sudanese Civil War, Kiir joined a southern separatist 

movement to fight against the north but was drafted into the Sudanese military when it 

came to an end. 

4.4.2 When the second civil war broke out in 1983, Kiir defected from the army along with 

John Garang de Mabior and others to form the SPLM and the SPLA. During the Second 

Sudanese Civil War, Kiir acted as Garang’s deputy and he played a key role in mediating 

between opposing factions within the SPLA and SPLM. 

4.4.3 Kiir was an important contributor to the negotiations for peace in 2005, which became 

the CPA. Garang was named president of the newly created semiautonomous region 

and vice president of the Republic of Sudan, but his sudden death saw Kiir take on 

those positions in his place. His loyalty to the struggle for independence was evident 

and an election in 2010 confirmed his popularity, sustaining President Kiir in both posts. 

4.4.4 Upon the secession of South Sudan, he became president of the new Republic of South 

Sudan and thereafter faced various domestic issues including government debt, food 

insecurity, ethnic violence and growing infighting within the SPLM. 
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4.4.5 President Kiir has been dubbed by commentators as an accidental politician, with some 

stating he has not adjusted to the ways of civilian governance yet. He has also been 

praised for stepping out of Garang’s shadow to prove he is a leader in his own right. 

“When you reach your ballot boxes the choice is yours: … vote for unity so that you become 

a second class in your own country … vote for independence so that you are a free person 

in your independent state.” 

President Salva Kiir in 2009 on the referendum for independence 

4.5 Rivalry with Riek Machar 

4.5.1 The biggest threat to President Kiir’s leadership has been from Riek Machar, a 

prominent member of the Nuer ethnic group, the second largest after President Kiir’s 

own Dinka group. An early participant of the SPLM/A and a vocal advocate for 

independence, Machar was appointed as the vice president of the new republic in 2011 

but when President Kiir dismissed his cabinet in 2013 he did not retain Machar. 

4.5.2 Machar’s aspirations to contest the leadership of the SPLM and run for president, as 

well as his allegations that President Kiir was shifting towards a dictatorship, intensified 

tensions between the two political rivals. When violence erupted between loyal 

supporters of both sides, President Kiir accused Machar of conspiring to overthrow him, 

triggering the South Sudanese Civil War. 

4.5.3 The conflict had ethnic undertones, with claims that Dinka soldiers, loyal to the 

government, targeted Nuer civilians and committed acts of sexual violence and 

systematically destroyed hospitals, churches and non-government organisation bases. 

4.5.4 A failed peace agreement in 2015 meant the conflict continued for six years and killed 

an estimated 400,000 people. In February 2020, the two political rivals met the deadline 

to form a coalition government and Machar was sworn in as President Kiir’s first deputy, 

as stipulated in a 2018 peace agreement based on power sharing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         Figure 5: President Salva Kiir (R) and Riek Machar (Source dailymaverick.co.za) 
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5. THE OIL INDUSTRY: SOUTH SUDAN’S UNEXPLORED RICHES 

5.1 Key facts and figures 

5.1.1 South Sudan is reportedly sitting on 3.5 million barrels’ worth of crude oil in verified 

reserves and there is likely more to be found in areas yet unexplored. 

5.1.2 South Sudan currently produces around 170,000 barrels of oil per day. This reflects a 

decrease of about 20,000 barrels per day due to the coronavirus pandemic that is 

restricting global movements and has meant a plummet in oil prices and wider disruption 

of the supply chain. 

5.1.3 South Sudan currently pays Sudan a fee to process and transport its oil from the fields 

to Port Sudan. This fee was 24.10 USD per barrel before the coronavirus pandemic and 

oil prices collapsed. 

“South Sudan is floating on oil. Only 12 percent of the whole country is explored.” 

Ezekiel Lol Gatkuoth, South Sudan's Minister of Petroleum 

5.2 History of the oil industry in Sudan and South Sudan 

5.2.1 In 1978, the American oil giant Chevron unearthed major oil reserves in Bentiu and 

Heglig, in the south. The government in Khartoum was eager to maintain control of the 

oil fields, seen by the south as an attempt to exclude them from the revenues of oil 

produced in their region. 

5.2.2 Oil discoveries in 1983 made by Chevron also played a large part in provoking hostilities 

between the north and the south. During the second civil war, the SPLA systematically 

attacked the oil fields in order to disrupt the Sudanese governments main source of 

revenue. 

5.2.3 The Greater Nile Petroleum Operating Company (GNPOC) was formed in 1996 by 

China National Petroleum Company (CNPC), Petronas (Malaysia), Sudapet (Sudan’s 

national oil company) and Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Videsh (India) and undertook 

the construction of the Greater Nile Oil Pipeline which became operational in 1999. 

5.2.4 This tripled Sudan’s per capita income within 10 years. These foreign companies 

continue to be major players in South Sudan and Sudan’s oil sector. 

5.2.5 In 2006, another pipeline was constructed to export oil from the Melut Basin to Port 

Sudan and is operated by the PetroDar Operating Company Limited (illustrated at 

Figure 6). 
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                                          Figure 6: Map of Sudan and South Sudan showing the regions oil production (Source: BBC) 

5.3 Who are the main stakeholders in the oil industry? 

5.3.1 In South Sudan, the main actors in the oil industry include, the Ministry of Petroleum 

and Mining, the National Petroleum and Gas Corporation and the Nile Petroleum 

Corporation (South Sudan’s national oil company). 

5.3.2 The Ministry of Petroleum, the Sudanese Petroleum Corporation and Sudapet manage 

Sudan’s oil producing activities. 

5.3.3 Civil war and constant social unrest have deterred many overseas investors and curbed 

oil production for both countries. In 2012, oil production was shut down completely when 

a dispute over transportation fees between the two countries was not resolved. 

5.3.4 The direction of the pipeline through Sudan continues to raise concerns amongst South 

Sudanese because this, in addition to the establishment of oil refineries in the north, 

necessitates South Sudan’s dependence on Sudan for processing and exporting its oil 

to the international market.  

5.3.5 Conversely, after losing two-thirds of its oil production following the souths secession, 

Sudan now relies heavily on South Sudan’s oil to repair its economic deficit. 

5.3.6 Oil is transported from Port Sudan via the Bab el-Mandeb Strait to Asian markets, which 

remains South Sudan and Sudan’s main importer of oil. 

The Melut 
Basin 
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                          Figure 7: Crude oil production in Sudan and South Sudan (Source: US Energy Information Administration) 

6. THE CHINESE INFLUENCE: HOW AND WHERE ARE THEY INVOLVED? 

 
6.1 The Republic of China entered Sudan’s oil industry in the 1990s, little deterred by the ongoing 

civil war. Whilst other countries were discouraged by conflict, political turmoil and corruption 

in Sudan, China avoided passing judgment and ignored violations of international law and 

human rights to take full advantage of Sudanese oil reserves. 

 

6.2 China is the leading importer of oil from Sudan and South Sudan. The China National 

Petroleum Corporation, a state-owned company, also holds large shares in some of Sudan 

and South Sudan’s major oil companies, including the GNPOC, the Greater Pioneering 

Operating Company, Dar Petroleum Operating Company and Petro Energy Operating 

Company. 

 

6.3 China vs the rest of the world 

 

6.3.1 China’s policy of non-intervention attracted and encouraged many African countries to 

look towards the east. When the US imposed further sanctions on Sudan for its conduct 

in Darfur in 2006, China was positioned to offer greater economic and political support 

to Al-Bashir. 

 

6.3.2 Sudan continually refused to allow United Nations (UN) peacekeepers into Darfur. But 

in 2007 diplomats from China persuaded Al-Bashir to agree to a joint peacekeeping 

mission from the African Union and the UN, dispelling Al-Bashir’s fear that it was a 

disguise for regime change. In 2005, China was also a witness to the Comprehensive 

Peace Agreement signed between the north and south of Sudan. In both circumstances, 

China fostered trust regionally and internationally, established itself as a capable partner 

to Sudan and an alternative to the west. 
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6.3.3 The sustained sanctions on Sudan by the US has consolidated prospering Chinese-

Sudanese relations and Chinese influence has stretched beyond the oil industry. The 

Sudanese government has contracted Chinese companies to construct hydro-electric 

power dams, including the Kajbar Dam and the Shereik Dam, as part of its plan to 

transform the Nile into five reservoirs. These projects have raised concerns from 

environmentalists and protests from local communities who are at risk of being 

displaced. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8: A Chinese employee of Sinopec teaches Sudanese workers Chinese characters 

(Source: Offiziere.ch) 

6.4 Protecting China’s interest 

6.4.1 China’s increasing energy and resource arrangements has also meant China’s Ministry 

of State Security (MSS) have operated in Sudan to protect Chinese interests as well as 

monitor rebel movements and provide strategic information. 

6.4.2 Following independence, South Sudan and China signed the Joint Communique of the 

Establishment of Diplomatic Relations, formalising China’s recognition of the 

referendum vote and South Sudan’s acknowledgement of China’s sovereignty over 

Taiwan.  

6.4.3 Chinese companies backed by Chinese loans have engaged with South Sudan to invest 

in an underdeveloped market with few competitors, enormous infrastructure needs and 

low operational costs despite high risks and instability. 

6.5 How the conflict has helped Chinese intervention 

6.5.1 The CNPC were not alone in wanting to strengthen its relationship with the new nation 

and despite huge losses – an estimated 2 million USD a day in January and February 

2016 – due to a global downturn in oil prices and the civil war, Chinese enterprises 

emerged to cultivate sectors in the forms of energy, construction, telecommunications, 

engineering, retail and medical services.  
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6.5.2 China has also endeavoured to delicately share its model of governance and growth 

with South Sudanese officials and SPLM members by organising workshops in Juba 

and Beijing on poverty alleviation, social and economic development and party building. 

6.5.3 China sent troops as part of a UN Peacekeeping Mission (UNMISS) in 2015 to protect 

civilians against rebel groups in South Sudan. Chinese commitment to UNMISS 

objectives and its motives for deploying troops where the CNPC is the largest investor, 

have been called into question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 9: Sudan and South Sudan crude oil exports by destination country, 2018 (Other 

includes Singapore, Turkey and Hong Kong) (Source: US Energy Information Administration) 

7. HUMANITARIAN AID IN SUDAN AND SOUTH SUDAN: WHO IS DOING WHAT? 

7.1 Decades of conflict and political instability have brought about a humanitarian crisis in Sudan 

with malnutrition, disease outbreaks linked to a lack of basis sanitation, mass displacement, 

food insecurity and sexual violence being of major concern. 

7.2 A report published in January 2020 by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in Khartoum, stated that just over nine million people in Sudan 

– 23 per cent of the population – need humanitarian assistance in the year 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Figure 9: Funding requirements of UNICEF in South Sudan as of May 2020 (USD) (Source: South 

Sudan Humanitarian Situation Report No.145) 
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7.2.1 Non-government organisations (NGO) and faith-based organisations have long been 

involved in Sudan and South Sudan, collaborating with UN agencies since the First 

Sudanese War. 

7.2.2 Plan International, Save the Children, Relief International, Oxfam, World Vision and 

Cooperative for Assistance and Relief Everywhere (CARE) are other major aid agencies 

that also work in Sudan and South Sudan. 

7.2.3 In March 2020, the transitional Sudanese government lifted restrictions on aid agencies 

imposed by the regime of Al-Bashir. These included numerous rules, laws and 

procedures meant to impede the ability of humanitarian organisations to operate. 

7.3 United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)  

7.3.1 UNICEF has worked in Sudan for 60 years and delivers programmes that focus on child 

survival and development, and child protection and education. In 2020, UNICEF stated 

it required 147.11 million USD to address the new and protracted needs of the 

Sudanese population. 

7.3.2 Though humanitarian access in Sudan has improved in recent years, areas affected by 

armed conflicts remain a challenge and is further complicated by onerous bureaucracy, 

difficult terrain, and the presence of landmines. 

7.3.3 UNICEF established itself in South Sudan before independence in 1989 and further to 

their work in Sudan, they also support child soldiers’ transition to civilian life. In 2020, 

UNICEF requires 4.2 million USD to fund the release and reintegration programmes for 

child soldiers and for the programme to continue.  

7.3.4 The coronavirus pandemic has brought about challenges for UNICEF in both countries, 

including postponement of non-lifesaving activities, school closures, inclusion of 

physical distancing into its activities and travel prohibitions. 

7.4 The World Food Programme (WFP)  

7.4.1 WFP operates on the ground in both Sudan and South Sudan, working with the 

respective governments to provide food and nutrition assistance to vulnerable people 

affected by conflict, displacement, and illness. In Sudan they also offer school meals 

and, in South Sudan, livelihood support to strengthen resilience within farming 

communities. 

7.4.2 WFP has stated it will need 2.35 billion USD to carry out its country strategic plan from 

2019 to 2023 in Sudan. It has projected it requires 2.97 billion USD to achieve this in 

South Sudan from 2018 to 2020. 

7.4.3 WFP faces serious challenges in South Sudan including, restricted movement of 

humanitarian cargo due to the coronavirus pandemic, fragile security situation and 



 

Page 18 of 24 

humanitarian operational space diminished due to ongoing conflict, which entails the 

inability to operate programmes. WFP has responded to the challenge of accessing 

remote areas by airdropping vital supplies into South Sudan. 

7.4.4 In Sudan in 2019, WFP was presented with several challenges due to the deteriorating 

economic crisis and subsequent change in government, producing a volatile context 

within which to operate and negatively impacting the transportation of commodities. 

7.5 The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)  

7.5.1  ICRC has been active in Sudan since 1978 predominantly aiding those affected by 

conflict. ICRC support hospitals and health facilities, rehabilitation for those with 

disabilities, farmers and pastoralists and improvements to clean water access. They are 

present in North, Central and South Darfur regions as well as South Kordofan and the 

Blue Nile, areas that have experienced war.  

7.5.2 South Sudan has remained the ICRC’s second largest operation since 2016 with a 

budget in 2019 of 138.7 million CHF and an appeal of 128.1 million CHF for 2020. In 

2019 this budget funded the distribution of food, vaccinations for livestock, access to 

safe drinking water, civilian evacuations from areas of conflict, support for people with 

disabilities, training military personnel in humanitarian law and detainee visitations. 

7.6 Government Aid Agencies 

7.6.1 The European Union (EU) is a prominent donor to Sudan, donating nearly 550 million 

EUR since 2011 towards food assistance and nutritional care, largely to the war-torn 

region of Darfur. 

7.6.2 In June 2020, the government of the United Kingdom announced an investment of 150 

million GBP over a 12 month period to help improve the Sudanese economy, along with 

previous commitments of 5 million GBP for Sudan’s coronavirus response and 2 million 

GBP to assist in locust plague prevention.  

7.6.3 Humanitarian aid for South Sudan from the UK Department for International 

Development (DFID) is expected to be up to 91 million GBP in the financial year 

2019/20. 

7.6.4 The US Agency for International Development (USAID) has had a large presence in 

Sudan since the 1980s providing food and non-food assistance and continues to be the 

largest international donor of humanitarian aid. 

7.6.5 In the fiscal year 2020, the US government funding for humanitarian assistance to South 

Sudan is estimated to be nearly 526 million USD, which includes support for South 

Sudanese refugees in neighbouring countries and the coronavirus pandemic. 
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8. WHAT FUTURE LIES AHEAD FOR SUDAN AND SOUTH SUDAN? 

8.1 China has been Africa’s biggest trading partner since 2009 and will continue to play a significant 

part in Sudan and South Sudan’s economic development. Sudan has demonstrated its readiness 

to be heavily involved in Xi Jinping’s Belt and Road Initiative, in the hope that this will generate 

infrastructure projects in Sudan.  

8.2 A visit by the US Secretary of State to Khartoum in August 2020 opened discussions for Sudan 

to be removed from a list of countries that sponsors terrorism. Inclusion on the list has meant 

Sudan has been denied financial aid from international multilateral institutions. Sudan’s omission 

from the list would open up access to the international financial system, attracting foreign 

investments and loans, which will be much needed in the near future. 

8.3 A collapse in oil prices as a result of the coronavirus pandemic has temporarily derailed South 

Sudan’s plan to revive its economy. The oilfields are currently running at a loss for the government 

and those who have invested in the oil industry in South Sudan, implying the Sudanese oil industry 

is also suffering.  

8.4 In August 2020, South Sudan declared it will let contracts with China owned CNPC as operator 

for some oilfields expire, in an effort to regain greater state control by 2027. Whether China will 

relinquish control so easily remains to be seen. 

8.5 In South Sudan, the coronavirus pandemic and alleged corruption have weakened the country’s 

currency and accelerated South Sudan’s loss of foreign exchange, increasing the risk of 

hyperinflation and famine for some areas in the the future. 

8.6 Sudan, a fragile state emerging from decades of authoritarianism and South Sudan, a nation 

undergoing growing pains as it strives to establish itself, are especially susceptible to the 

economic shocks brought on by the coronavirus pandemic, locally and globally. Both countries 

will need significant international assistance to survive a global downturn and have the potential 

to return to investment and export growth beyond 2021. 
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